The increasing incidence of opportunistic infections by yeasts has stimulated the development of both manual and automated commercial systems for identification of these pathogens. The new commercial systems are generally less time-consuming to set up, are simpler to interpret, and permit more rapid identification of isolates than the conventional methods which they have replaced."
The API 20C yeast identification system (bioMerieux, Marcy l'Etoile, France) provides reliable results in comparisons with classic identification methods.' 2 As a result, it has become the standard method for yeast identification in most clinical laboratories. Even though the system is faster than the classic assimilation and fermentation methods,2 the API 20C system is still time-consuming to set up, and the results are often difficult to interpret. The COLOR while the API 20C identified 32 (80 0%). The major reason for this difference was that 10 of the 40 isolates tested failed to produce chlamydospores. Seven of these 10 chlamydospore negative isolates had profiles that were otherwise correct for C albicans.
Discussion
In any evaluation of a new commercial identification system it is essential to perform independent identification of all isolates using an established procedure to act as an objective standard. The AUXACOLOR system provides a simple and rapid method for the identification of the most commonly encountered yeasts in clinical practice. Our results suggest that this system is as reliable as the API 20C for the identification of C neoformans, C tropicalis and Trichosporon beigelii. The AUXACOLOR system proved more reliable than API 20C for the identification of C krusei and C glabrata, but less reliable for C parapsilosis. The poor results for the identification of C glabrata with the API 20C were because of the high proportion of isolates that failed to assimilate trehalose with this system, even after 72 hours of incubation.
In most laboratories identification of C albicans isolates is accomplished using the serum germ tube test. Therefore, biochemical systems are seldom required for this organism. However, methods such as the API 20C and AUXACOLOR systems are useful for the identification of germ tube negative strains of C albicans, which can account for up to 5% of isolates of this species. Our results for the identification of C albicans with the AUXA-COLOR system were poor, but this was more often due to the failure of isolates to produce chlamydospores on the corn meal agar used than to the production of an incorrect biochemical profile. It must be emphasised that morphological observation remains essential to avoid errors in identification, no matter what system is used.
The AUXACOLOR system has a limited database of 26 species. This is smaller than the databases of other identification systems, but it includes the species usually encountered in clinical practice. Compared with API 20C, the AUXACOLOR system is quicker and simpler to set up, easier to read, and is comparable in cost. This system is recommended as an attractive alternative for the routine identification of germ tube negative isolates. 
